Annual General Meeting 2011

Wednesday 21 September 2011, 8.00 pm

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2010/2011

Welcome and thank you for your attendance at the AGM this year.  Here is a rundown on happenings within the club, over the past 12 months, from my perspective.

Rally of the North:  October 2010 – as a well-established event on the rally calendar our event, the last round of the Top Half series, had a smaller number of competitors than previous years, and, in spite of a lateness issue, ran well with minimal incidents.  Prizegiving was a highlight, with a blue theme encouraging people to donate to “Blue September” the mens’ health charity, for whom we raised a few hundred dollars.  Dale Perry of Rally Drive New Zealand also passed the hat round amongst the competitors present to give the event’s finances a helping hand.  This generosity netted an additional $1,000 to defray expenses, which was well-received by the Rally Committee. 

In spite of the increased costs associated with the Rugby World Cup that we are having to deal with this year, Rally of the North 2011 is on track for Saturday 15 October.  Entries are steadily coming in and preparations are being finalised.

One new thing the Rally Committee is doing this year is closing off Williams Street in Paihia to display the competitor cars on Friday evening, to generate some interest and focus on the event the following day.  JDE is our Clerk of Course this year, Anita Greenland has ably chaired the organising committee, and we are fortunate to have a few new people join the Committee this year.  I am proud of the way this Committee organise the rally - they are a young vibrant group with lots of enthusiasm to keep the event alive. 

Drag Day:  January 2011 – a joint venture with the Mustang and Corvette car clubs, unfortunately this event was not as well attended as we had hoped, probably due to the date being mid-January and a number of people away on holiday.  However, the participants who did enter had an excellent day, with several runs on a dry track.  I would particularly like to thank Adam Carpenter for all his hard work in co-ordinating this event.

We are establishing the Drag Day as an annual event, so the date for our combined 2012 meeting at Meremere (again with Mustang and Corvette) has been set as Sunday 22 January.  Please mark the date in your diary as we would like to see a good turnout of members from our own club in attendance.

Six Hour Race: May 2011 – The 14th running of the Six Hour Race nearly didn’t happen this year.  It was through the dedication and determination of a few club members, notably Adam, Mark Oetegenn, Paul Jenkin and myself that this event ran.  A number of late night meetings ensured that we made things happen and the team of reliable and enthusiastic volunteers who enjoy this annual fixture on the calendar, ensured that we got to the start flag.

Unfortunately, due to the short time-frame within which we put the event together, entry numbers were noticeably smaller this year, resulting in a significant financial loss to the club.
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As next year is the 15th running for the Six Hour Race we are targeting to make it a memorable one with a full field of cars on the start line, but more man-power would be very valuable as there is quite a lot to do to put this event on, as we found out!  If you would like to join the Race Committee, please let me know.

The following weekend, Adam and I travelled to Wellington to attend the annual MotorSport New Zealand Conference and AGM held at Te Papa again this year.  It was generally an uneventful gathering, except for lively discussion in the Race Commission forum.  I have the documentation from Conference available, if anyone would like to read it.

The best decision to come out of the AGM, which was held in record time on the Saturday, was the reintroduction of rotating the venue for Conference through the three main centres – Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch - over a three year period.  By doing this attendance from a wider range of clubs can hopefully encourage more to be involved in the future planning of our sport.

Four Hour Race:  June 2011 – half a dozen club members went to Taupo for the weekend to assist Taupo Car Club in running their event as part of the North Island Endurance Series.  Again numbers were down and the inclement weather meant that the small group of finishers were very pleased to see the chequered flag at the end.
For those who have been browsing the internet you will have noticed that our webmistress Erin Carpenter has revamped our website this year and is adding news and event information as it comes to hand.  Please do bookmark our site and check back regularly for  updates. – although we will continue to send personal communications as necessary.

Erin is still interested in receiving your contributions to the Club’s website – particularly in relation to the history of the Club and some of the events that we used to run around the Mt Richmond Domain and beyond (photos and stories will be enthusiastically received).

Once again this year Marlene Mitchell has done an outstanding job keeping the clubrooms in an excellent state, watching over our ‘tenants’ and attending to maintenance and repair issues that needed attention.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Marlene for her support and assistance in the last 12 months.  Not only does she take care of the hall hires on our behalf, and also does the cleaning, she keeps a careful eye on our finances and undertakes the secretarial duties associated with monthly Executive meetings.  Thank you Marlene.
Finally I would like to sincerely thank all the members of the Executive Committee – Adam, John, Marlene, Paul and Matt Jenkin (who we farewelled to Australia mid-year) for their dedication and commitment this year.  It has been hard at times as we are such a small group, but thank you for the efforts you have put in to keep the Club going.  

Vicki Burnitt

President 2010/2011
